
 

 
 

Automotive Daily News Alert 
 
 

 Date issued: 19 December 2018 
 

AUTOMOTIVE DAILY NEWS ALERT  
 
New Program to Drive Investment in Hydrogen Energy (VIC) 
 
New £23m scrappage scheme for vans to prepare for ULEZ (UK) 
A new £23 million scrappage scheme to help take the most polluting vans off London roads has been 
launched to prepare for the ultra-ow emission zone (ULEZ). The scheme, announced by the Mayor London, 
will initially help London’s micro-businesses – defined as those with fewer than 10 employees – to switch to 
the cleanest vehicles, including electric. 
 
South Korea to provide $3 billion in financial support for troubled auto suppliers (Asia) 
South Korea unveiled a policy package to support its embattled car parts makers industry that includes 
providing financial support worth over 3.5 trillion won ($3.10 billion) and encouraging the use of electric cars. 
 
LEGAL 
 
New code to deliver power imbalance reform between independent car dealers and large 
manufacturers (AU) 
The federal government will combat concern about power imbalance between independent car dealers and 
large manufacturers by establishing an industry-specific code of conduct for the sector. Placed within a $1.4 
million small business package detailed in Mid-Year Fiscal and Economic Outlook (MYEFO) papers on 
Monday, the government confirmed it will develop the code to “support appropriate commercial dealing and 
competition”. 
 
Banking royal commission puts brakes on Carsales (AU) 
A regulatory crackdown on commissions paid to car dealers by finance companies has sparked an almost 
$50 million write-down for automotive listings giant Carsales. 
 
Finance changes impacting on consumers (AU) 
New car dealer financiers must change tactics because of new regulations governing the deals being offered 
to consumers. Dealership finance expert Stephen Johnson says consumers are not being protected as the 
Australian Securities and Investments Commission intended with the new laws. Changes to the rules under 
which dealerships offer lending products to consumers have given away all potential negotiations that could 
once be made with dealers, leaving the banks to decide what the consumer’s interest rate will be. 
 
Briefing - The Australian Consumer Law used to recover a landmark sum in relation to a motor 
vehicle (VIC) 
In a Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (the Tribunal) decision, a consumer was awarded just over 
$283,000 in respect of a car purchased from a Queensland dealership approximately 3 years ago. 
 
Heavy Vehicle National Law - Section 117 - New South Wales Class 3 Platform Container Exemption 
Notice 2018 (No.1) (NSW) 
 
NHTSA to speed reviews of petitions for AV tests (US) 
 
PRODUCT RECALLS 
 
Volkswagen Group Australia Pty Ltd — MK 6 Golf MY2009-2013, B6 Passat MY2010 and Passat CC 
MY2009-2016 (AU) 
 
Mercedes-Benz recalls Metris to fix leaky fuel hose defect (US) 
 
ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/new-program-to-drive-investment-in-hydrogen-energy/
https://www.commercialfleet.org/news/van-news/2018/12/18/new-23m-scrappage-scheme-for-vans-to-prepare-for-ulez
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-southkorea-autos-suppliers/south-korea-to-provide-3-billion-in-financial-support-for-troubled-auto-suppliers-idUSKBN1OH0A3
https://www.smartcompany.com.au/industries/transport-logistics/code-of-conduct-independent-car-dealers-large-manufacturers/
https://www.smartcompany.com.au/industries/transport-logistics/code-of-conduct-independent-car-dealers-large-manufacturers/
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/banking-royal-commission-puts-brakes-on-carsales-20181218-p50mwh.html
http://autotalk.com.au/industry-news/finance-impacting-consumers
https://hwlebsworth.com.au/the-australian-consumer-law-used-to-recover-a-landmark-sum-in-relation-to-a-motor-vehicle/
https://hwlebsworth.com.au/the-australian-consumer-law-used-to-recover-a-landmark-sum-in-relation-to-a-motor-vehicle/
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/files/c2018g01008-nsw-class-3-platform-container-exemption-notice-2018-no1.pdf
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/files/c2018g01008-nsw-class-3-platform-container-exemption-notice-2018-no1.pdf
https://bit.ly/2T0dxaR
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recall/volkswagen-group-australia-pty-ltd-mk-6-golf-my2009-2013-b6-passat-my2010-and-passat-cc-my2009-2016
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recall/volkswagen-group-australia-pty-ltd-mk-6-golf-my2009-2013-b6-passat-my2010-and-passat-cc-my2009-2016
https://static.nhtsa.gov/odi/rcl/2018/RCLRPT-18V837-1423.pdf
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REPORTS | STATISTICS 
 
QLD economy could see billions more with robotics, automation (QLD) 
 
Australians now more likely to buy electric and hybrid cars than diesel (AU) 
 
Chinese Auto Sales Continue Longest Slump in Decades (Asia) 
 
SMALL BUSINESS 
 
Toyota develops “Total-care Service” designed for ride-hailing companies (INT) 
Working with ride-hailing companies, Total-care Service will enable Toyota to leverage onboard telematics 
data through a shared information platform and provide services such as fleet management, automotive 
insurance, and vehicle maintenance packages, aiming to expand the use of ride-hailing vehicles and 
enhance the driving experience for end users. Through this Total-care Service, ride-hailing companies can 
provide their driver-partners with more cost-efficient and timely maintenance services. 
 
Toll to launch wellness platform for 12,000 employees (AU) 
 
SKILLS | TRAINING 
 
More investment in Australian vocational education, skills and apprenticeships (AU) 
Government’s measures include:  

• $5.4 million to support the work of WorldSkills Australia  

• $3.9 million to the Tasmanian Government’s North-West Tasmania Job Ready Generation 
Package   See also Supporting ACT apprenticeships through the Skilling Australians Fund  

 
New Technician Sharing Service (Can) 
CarGeekSquadron.com is providing a new Guru-Sharing Service for accredited shop owners paying up to 
$6,400 for “Employee Accreditation” and up to five percent cash back on product purchases made with 
carguru.com rewards cards. The free online service, which is being piloted in the U.S. and Canada, will 
completely cover the costs of achieving I-CAR Gold class and ASE Blue Seal Business recognition. 
 
INSIGHTS | VIEWS 
 
Don’t get shocked – challenges for the body repair industry (UK) 
 
*DISCLAIMER: This information bulletin has been designed to assist VACC members in keeping up to date 
with industry matters. This material is gained from publicly available sources and is not modified by VACC. 
VACC accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, currency or completeness of information.  
 
 

https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/AHG
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/AMA
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/APE
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/BAP
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/CTX
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/CAR
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/CHC
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/MTO
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/MTO
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/SGM
https://www.lme.com/Metals/Non-ferrous#tabIndex=0
https://www.lme.com/Metals/Non-ferrous#tabIndex=0
https://logisticsmagazine.com.au/qld-economy-could-see-billions-more-with-robotics-automation/
https://thedriven.io/2018/12/18/australians-now-more-likely-to-buy-electric-and-hybrid-cars-than-diesel/
https://www.autoindustrylawblog.com/2018/12/18/chinese-auto-sales-continue-longest-slump-in-decades/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+dashboardinsights%2Ffull+%28Dashboard+Insights+%28Full%29%29
https://www.automotiveworld.com/news-releases/toyota-develops-total-care-service-designed-for-ride-hailing-companies/
https://logisticsmagazine.com.au/toll-to-launch-wellness-platform-for-12000-employees/
https://ministers.education.gov.au/cash/more-investment-australian-vocational-education-skills-and-apprenticeships
https://ministers.education.gov.au/cash/supporting-act-apprenticeships-through-skilling-australians-fund
https://bit.ly/2SWNmBD
http://www.cargeeksquadron.com/
https://bit.ly/2EtmjtW

